About us

‘Victoria Hall Organ Proms’ is a registered charityy, No 1201588
We have been presenting Organ Proms since 1993 and this is our 31t season.
Our website is www.victoriahall-organproms.co.uk

Contact details are:
Phone 07783 764313
Email to vhorganproms@gmail.com
Letter to Victoria Hall Organ Proms, 2 St Chad’s Rd,
Stoke-on-Trent, ST6 6EL

Tickets

These cost £12 (Concession £10.50) at the box office on the day including a hot drink and
programme. Please help the Box Office by allowing plenty of time to buy your tickets, it opens
90 minutes before the start of the show.

Payment must be by Credit/Debit Card.

Tickets may also be purchased from www.atgtickets.com (fees apply).

Other information
The Proms are promoted with financial help from: Our Supporters, The Dronsfield
Trust, The Harding Trust and the Jack Oliver NSDOS Bequest.
Please help us by encouraging more people to attend as a fine attendance is greatly
appreciated by the performers. Don’t miss an opportunity to hear this internationally
renowned concert organ.
A full specification of the organ is available and can be requested using the contact
details above or from a member of the Proms team at this concert.
Help the Proms by becoming a supporter. It costs £5 a year and you receive advance
information about the Proms and artists via four newsletters each year.
If you are feeling generous you can also add a donation! These are essential in order
to ensure the continuation of the Proms. Thank you! (Contact details above)

Some other organ music around

Lichfield Cathedral Tue 19" Aug 11:30 Charles Wooler

St Giles the Abbot Sat 23" Aug 18:00 Mark Goodhew
Cheadle

Lichfield Cathedral Tue 26" Aug 11:30 Laurence Caldecote
St Alkmund’s W’church Fri 29* Aug 13:00 Paul Carr

St Peter’s Forsbrook Wed 17" Sep 19:00 Eli-Mae McGlone
Christ Church Willaston Fri 19t Sep 19:00 lan Tracey

St Paul’s Newcastle Tue 23" Sep 12:30 Tim Sagar

Lichfield Cathedral Tue 23" Sep 19:30 Peter King

Chester Cathedral Thu 2" Oct 13:10 Victoria Ulriksen

St Chad’s Shrewsbury Fri 17t Oct 12:30 Anthony Pinel
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Theatre Director:

Cheryl Taylor

Charles Francis
USA

Charles Francis is a British-born organist who is earning increasing recognition as a young
performer. Charles has recently been residing in the USA studying with Professor Nathan
Laube at the Eastman School of Music in Rochester, New York where he recently graduated
Master of Music and won the Dr. James B. Cochran Endowed Organ Prize. He is assistant
organist at the Third Prebyterian Church, Rochester, as well as Organist for the acclaimed
Christ Church Schola Cantorum. Charles completed his undergraduate studies at the Royal
Birmingham Conservatoire (UK) where he studied with Daniel Moult, Nicholas Wearne, and
received frequent coaching with Professor Martin Schmeding.

Charles is a Fellow of the Royal College of Organists, and before moving to the USA he served
as Assistant Director of Music at St Peter’s Collegiate Church, Wolverhampton. During his
undergraduate studies Charles was Organ Scholar at St Philip’s Cathedral, Birmingham and has
additionally served as a deputy organist at various cathedrals in the UK. His playing has been
broadcast nationally on both British and American radio.

Charles’ playing has earned him various accolades including First Prizes in both the IAO/RCO
Organ Playing Competition (Edinburgh, 2022) and The Dame Gillian Weir Messiaen
Competition (Birmingham, 2019). In November 2022, he was awarded the Silver Medal of the
Worshipful Company of Musicians recognizing his outstanding achievements as an
undergraduate student. Charles has performed in the USA, Canada, Germany, and across the
UK where recent recital venues include St Paul’s Cathedral; Westminster Abbey; St John's
College, Cambridge; Rochester Cathedral and a solo recital as part of the St Alban’s
International Organ Festival.

More details regarding Charles’ activities can be found at www.charlesfrancisorganist.com.

Sound, video or photo recording by the audience is prohibited I




Programme

Overture to the Oratorio “St. Paul” Felix Mendelssohn Bartholdy (1809-1847)
Transcribed by William Thomas Best

Five Short Pieces Percy Whitlock (1903-1946)
Allegretto, Folk Tune, Andante Tranquillo, ,Scherzo, Paean

Fantasia and Fugue in G minor BWV 542 Johann Sebastian Bach (1685—1750)

Chanson de Matin, op. 15, no. 2 Edward Elgar (1857—1934)
Transcribed by Herbert Brewer

Scherzo, op. 2 Maurice Duruflé (1902—-1986)

Les Préludes, Poéme Symphonique No. 3 Franz Liszt (1811-1886)
Transcribed by Nathan Laube

What else is life but a series of preludes to that unknown song, the first and solemn note of
which is sounded by Death?

Love is the enchanted dawn of all life; but what fate is there whose first delights of happiness
are not interrupted by some storm, whose fine illusions are not dissipated by some mortal blast,
consuming its altar as though by a stroke of lightning?

And what cruelly wounded soul, when the storms are over, does not seek solace in the calm
serenity of rural life?

Nevertheless, man does not resign himself for long to the enjoyment of that beneficent warmth
which he first enjoyed in Nature’s bosom. So when the trumpet sounds the alarm and calls him
to arms, no matter what struggle calls him to its ranks, he may recover in battle the full
consciousness of himself and the entire possession of his powers.

We thank the Dronsfield Trust for supporting this Prom.

Future Proms

October 18 Keith Hearnshaw

All through the night - Welsh Trad Arr. C.Curley
Grand Chouer in D ‘A la Handel’ - A. Guilmant
Salut d’Amour - Sir E.Elgar

Fantasia & Fugue in G minor BWV 542

Star Spangled Banner Variations - D.Buck
Adagio for Strings - S.Barber

Finale Symphonie 6 - C.M.Widor

November 22 Paul Carrr

Marche Americaine — C.M.Widor arr. M.Dupre

Concerto in A minor after Vivaldi —J.S.Bach

Dreams of Derry, Fanfares and Dances — P.Spicer

Eine Kleine Nachtmusik — W.A.Mozart arr. J.Scott

Sonata in G minor — O.F.Lindberg

The Pink Panther — H.Mancini arr. P.Carr

Berceuse & Finale form ‘The Firebird’ — I.Stravinsky arr. M.Besly
Light Cavalry Overture — F.von Suppe arr. P.Carr

Birmingham

Birmingham



